In the awareness that we are one with all your human creation, we pray about the
issues that confront us all:

For our planet and the environment in which we live,
For the end of war, ethnic conflict, and all violence,
For liberation from racism, bigotry, and injustice,
For freedom from addictions of all kinds,
For the end of abuse of children, women, and men,
For each member of the human family, that all may know the dignity and
worth of being a child of God,
For solutions to our common human dilemmas, and for our dedication to be
part of those solutions,
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(The liturgist may add additional petitions for current issues.)

Silent Prayer
Hear our prayers, God of justice, God of love.
May your love and justice be manifest in our lives.
We pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.”
In this act of worship, we come in faith — faith that our problems will not defeat
us, faith that our hearts and spirits can be renewed, faith that we are not alone, for
you are with us.
Thanks be to you, God our Savior, for meeting us here in this time and
place.
Thanks be to you for forgiving us, for freeing us, and for strengthening us
to be your disciples in this life.
We are filled with the grace, mercy, and peace of God.
We are filled with the love of Jesus Christ. We give thanks that we are
blessed, and we commit ourselves to be a blessing to others. Amen.
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Order of Service

(The following may replace the intercessions of the general and seasonal liturgies.)

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Hymn
Liturgy

A General Prayer of Intercession

“Spirit of God, Who Dwells”
A General Prayer of Intercession

Scripture Reading

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Children’s Message
Anthem
Scripture Reading

Matthew 22:34-46

God’s amazing grace is offered to us today, tomorrow and forever. Thanks be to
God!
God’s grace renews our lives like a flowing stream. Thanks be to God for
the wellspring of the joy of living.
In the assurance of God’s unconditional love poured out for us in Jesus Christ, we
pray first for ourselves and for our needs:
For forgiveness for wrongs we have done and good deeds we have not done,
For courage to change what needs changing within our lives,
For wisdom to seek God’s guidance,
For healing of our body, mind, spirit and relationships,
For a thankful awareness of all the blessings of our lives,
(The liturgist may add additional petitions for the worshipers’ needs.)

Sermon

Hymn

Silent Prayer

“All Hail the Pow’r of Jesus’ Name”

Benediction
Postlude
Watchword for the week: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am
holy. Leviticus 19:2

Mission Prayer Focus: Pray for the food programs taking care of
those needing good nutrition.
Please place your offering in one of the designated areas before or
after the service.
The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the Glory of God
and in memory of Donald B. Stafford and in honor of
Jessica and Bethany Jarvis on the occasion of their birthdays
by Ann Stafford Dillon.
At the request of the Elders, in order to preserve a reverent spirit of worship, please silence
your cell phone, refrain from taking pictures, and do not bring food or drink
into the sanctuary.

Hear our prayers, God of grace.
Meet us in our need and in our honesty.
In the abundance of your mercy, we pray for others:
For members of our families,
For our friends and neighbors,
For those with whom we work, and learn, and play,
For the sick, the frightened, the lonely,
For those who grieve,
For those who are desperate and angry,
For those in prison,
For the hungry, the homeless, the poor,
For those we perceive as our enemies,
(The liturgist may add additional petitions for the needs of others.)

Silent Prayer
Hear our prayers, God of compassion.
Send your Spirit upon all for whom we pray.

